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Introduction

W\orld War I I xxN as t hc larlt-cst and mlost %xiOlc nI armcd con1 11 liet in1
tie listorN Of mankind. fi-oNex'er. hie hallf Cciii nix t hat noxxN "cpa-m

rates us from that conflict has exac:tcd its toll onl ourt col cclix c
ki noxvlcdi-c. W~hilec World War I I continues to4 ab-sorb thle iii te rc"I 01
miilitarx' schiOlars anij histor-ianls, as wecll as its x ctcra is. at geucratiOnl
of A mericans has vrownl to ma1it unlxlat\ ll!CV unawarllc Of tlc p44111 cal.
social. and mililtar\ implications oit a warll that, liluorc thanl aix othc r.
Lin ited us asl at people \xi h at cominmonpipsc

liihvrelcxanit toda\. World War 11'II has ]inLc to tcajch us. nlot
onlyl abou1.t tilc Pr-of*essiOiil ar M'1s, but AlSO aL Mt mll litarx\ prc-
paredness. glJohal Nt rat egy. and combih ncd. opc rat ions inltl 11wcol iti 14
warll aga-Iinst t'a"scism. lurtine the next sc\ cral x cars.th Ii '.S. Ar m\
xxill participate inl thc rations 50th annier'SZ1rx C01ninlCM0orat io o1
WVorld WVar 1I. The cornmc1111mloraio xxill i nludcLI tile publ icatil A 11o

\ail'ous mater~ials to 1wC,I pcducate AnlCIiic fV r icau 1a0 w t t xd anM. -11?
xx44rk5 prodUced x\illI prO idc gicai 4)pport uni tics It4) Icairn about.1 and
rcncxx pridc inl an Ar-.ix that fought So miauenificcnit lx Minxhat fla
becni called **tile mlitehv cindexor7

Al Br1iet'/llisxierx (4/t'd U.S. nhVitn WO'rld Will /1rI h1,1ighiht. tile
ma1jOr -,r4 und force camiipaiiznis durinig thle six years of thc xx ar. ofIc rs
SULgstionCs01, tol- furlthlc- rýlo1111 re ding ad prokidcs Amcericans anl oppor-
tI unj\tx ( learnl about the A rnx 's role ill W Yild Warl H. Ibis broli u c1-1
xxits preparcd -,t tilc I. .S. Arim ('einter 441 NMilitami-x I listorx\ b\ \Xaxnc
MI. l)/xxonlchv\k (Iuoeand John Ra\ S kates (Pacific). I 114 )p4 thIisi
absorbi nl, accounit Of that Perio~d xkil Ienmihance (o)url a ppreccitim4i (if

American achicxncmcnts during WVorld WVar 1I.

NM. 1) *\W. Stollc
Sccretary oft thle Armly
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The War in Europe



The War in Europe

World Wakr I left unresolved thle queCstion of'k who \% ould J011 nFlat c
Eulrope. The trenmendous dislocations caused by tile ýar lai1d lie
"grOUn~d\\l_ tor r tile collapse of demlocratic ivist itUtlolls there ind set
tile staye f'or a second (Gernman attempt at1 Conquest. -\ \ orldý\ide dec-
presslon that began in 1 9-29 destroyed the 1'ragilc democratic reIme611
in (irin~an\ fIn 1931 Adolf' H]itler led to pok er tile National Sohcial-

ist (;erm-in WVorkers* ( Na/i) Party, af ma1ss movemenclt that %\x a iu
Icintl\ nationalistic. antidemocratic. and anti -Scmirilic. tie ended par-
liamlentary go\crnnmcnt, assumed dictatorial pwr.And procllaimeld
the Third Reich. The 'Nazi governmenclt Incerased thle strength11 o4 thle
(ICMM Zcrnin armd for-ces and S01.1101 to overt urn1 tilie \'erSai Iles [etv
to recos er ;ermninl territory lost at the pcalce settlement, and to ic-
turn to tilc so-called Fatherland Ge rmian-spealfinjg miinorities \ý 1(itli
thc borders of surrounding coulntries.

Tlfe, ultimaite goall of, I itler's policy \\11as to Secure lyn saeb
hie ( icrIman -1master race" in) eastern E urope. A gamibler h\ instinct.
Hitlcr relied onl diplomatic bluff and rniilitar\ innovation to O\ ercomel
(iernianvxs weaknesses. lie plavcd skillfuLlly onl tile di\ isionls Ziliong-
the European powers to gain miaim of hisaimilS without wair. Wit1h tile
Italian Fascist dictator Benito MIussolinli he announceCd aROnie-
Berlin alliance ( thc Axis) inl 1935. Mecanwhile, in thle Har East, the
Japanese-the onl\ Asian industriall powerl - coveted thle naiturall re-
sources of' China and Southeast Asia. but f'ound thecir expansion
blocke.O by Europeain colonial powecrs orf by thle I ýnited States. Ila\ -

ing sci/.ed NManehtria in 1931. they began af x\ar against China in 1917,
The League (if'Nations fl'iiled to counter effe'ctively- Japanese aogres-
sion in Manchuria and an Italian Invasion of Ethiopia. Soon Ger-
many. Italy. and Japan becamne allies, facing Western democratic glo\-

crnments that wanted to avoid another warll and thle Soviect I 'iiol
whose C'ommunist glovernment was w\idelky distrusted.

The people of' thle United States. having, rejected thle Verisailles
-I reatv and the Covenant of the 1League of N ations after World War
1, remained largely indifferent to most international concerns.T'he\
firmly discounted the likelihood of' American involvement iii an-



other major \ar. cxcept perhaps Nith Japan. Isolationist strength in
Congress led to the passage of the Neutrality Act of 1937. nIak ing it
unlaw ful for the [T nitCd States I to Irade with belligerents. American
policy aimed at continental defense and designated the Navy as the
first line of such defense. The Arm"'s role was to serCe as the nu-
cleus of a mass mobil;'ation that , ould defeat an\ invadcrs ý\ho
managed to fight their wa\y past the Na%\ and the nation's po\\erul
coastal defense installations. The National l)efense Act of 1 920 al-
lowýed an Army of 280.0)00. the largest in peacetime history. but until
1939 Congress never appropriated funds to pam for much more than
half of that strength. Most of the funds avixlable for ne\\ Cquip-
mlellt went to the flcdgling air corps. " hroughouI most of the intelr
wNar period, the Arm\, was fit)\, and isulIar, filled With hard-bitten.
long-serving volunteers scattered in small garrisons throughout the
continental I. nited States. I Ia',r.ii, the Philippines. and Panama.

Yet some innovative thinking and preparation for the future took
place in the interwar Arm\s. Experiments wkith armored vehicles and
motorization, air-ground cooperation. and tile aerial transport of
troops came to nothing for lack of resources and of consistent high-
level support. The Army did, however, develop an interest in am-
phibious warfare and in related techniques that were then being pi-
oneered by the U;.S. Marine Corps. By the outbreak of war the Signal
Corps was a leader in improving radio conimtunicatifuls, and Amer-
ican artillery practiced the most sophisticated fire-direction and -con-
trol techniques in the world. In addition, war plans for various con-
tingencies had been drawn up. as had industrial and manpower
mobilization plans. During the early I 930s ('ol. George C. Marshall.
assistant commandant of the Infantry' School at Fort Benning. Geor-
gia. had earmarked it number of younger officers for leadership po-
sitions. Despite such preparations. the Arm\ as a whole was unready
for the war that broke out in Europe oil I September 1939.

The Outbrealk of War
During March 1938 German troops had occupied Austria. in-

corporating it into the Reich. In September Hitler announced that
the "*oppression" of ethnic Germans living in Czechoslovakia was in-
tolerable and that war was near. England and France met with
Hitler (the Munich Pact) and compelled Czechoslovakia to cede its
frontier districts to Germany in order to secure "peace in our time."
Peace. however, was only an illusion. l)uring March 1939 Hitler
seized the rest of 'zechoslovakia by force of arms and then turned
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hs attention to Poland. Although 0 Britain and tFrancc had guaran-
ICed Lthe intcgrity ot Poland. ilt itLr and Josef Stalin dictator o1 tlhv
Sexict t nion. signcd a Secret, mutual nonaggrlessioln pact in AIU-
gUst 1939. With the pact Stalin bought time to build up his strength
at t(he expense of Britain and France. and Hitler gained a free hand
to deal with Poland. When Hlitler's army imnaded Poland on I
September 1939. World War 1i began.

While (ecrman forces omerran \\ cstern Poland. Soviet troops en-
tered fromt the east to claim their portion of that coulllr\. F1rance and
Britain declared \war on (Gernmanv and mobilized their forces. The
subsequent period of deceptive inactivity, lasting until spring, became
know\n as the Phony War. Nothing happened to indicate that World
War 11 ý,ould differ significantly in st\le or tempo from World \Wa.'r 1.

But the years sincC 191N had brought important developments in
the use of tanks. A number of students of war-the British Sir Basil
Liddell Hart and J. F. C. Fuller, the Frenchman ('harles dc (iaullc.
the American George S. Patton. aLnd the Germans Osw\ald Luti and
[Hein/ Guderian-believcd that armored vehicles held the kc\ to
restoring decision to the battlefield. But only the (Germans con-
ccivCd the idea of massing tanks in diVision-si,,e units, With inlfantrv.
artillery, cngincers, and other supporting arms mechani,,ed and all
moving at the same pace. Moreover, only [ut/ and (iudcrian re-
ceived the enthusiastic support of their governlent.

In the spring of' 1940 their theories were put to the test as Ger-
man lorccs struck aigainst Norwa, and I)enmark in April- invaded
the Netherlands. Belgium, and Luxembourg in May: and late ii the
same month broke through a hill\, wooded district in France. Their
ce,!t, mins sIiced thro-ugh to the English ('hannel, cutting oft British
and French troops in northern t-rance and LoCLjuili. Tlhc Fre, ;
Army, plagued hw low morale, divided command, and pI'rin itive
conimnunications, fell apart. The British cacuated their forces from
Dunkerque with the loss of most of their equipment. The (ecrmans
entered Paris on 14 June. and the French governmient, dCeCatist and
deeply divided political,. sued for an armistice. The success of thie
German Blitzkrieg forced the remaining combatants ti rethiuk ihir
doctrine and restructure their armies.

With his forces occupying northern France and \with a puppet
French government established in the south, Hitler launched the
liaihwfil" against the airfields and cities of England to pave the way'
for an invasion. Britain's survival hung by a thread. From July to Oc-
tober 1940. wh ile German landing barges and invasion forces waited
on the ('hannel coasts, the Royal Air Force, greatly outnumbered.



drIOC thle 1,1111uiil,/C fro thle dat\ 1mb.L '.kicin the ieCILid1i\ laiti,
of Britain. At sea thle British Naý\.\ Iulh inclCi"Ifaine Anli eric'm nCoIIi
criltion, fouugh.it a desperate battle ag.ainst ( IMIlnii umhrIn,1_n patcks
to keep) the North Atlantic open. BFiOI it L1_ishpunCit\ tn1,11i\ to-ced
Hillter to) abandon all planls to 1IIfL'C Fidi.I i Id.

Ill 1LrirII it ilr senlt troops Under I1. ( enl FrI rn Romitmel, 10
aid tite ItaliansI, \\Ilo %\(:re htiwin a'waiflst tile Britishl in \mIllt
Aftrica. CGermian forces, Conmin. it) the aid of tile Itlasin the,
Baýlkansll routedI a British LAIpedition inl GC iece. and ( CII ;eianI'I
tr-0I)Cpers seCiied tile impo~rtant island of Cireie. I hen. in .June1 I944.
Hilter I urned agaNIinst his SU~PIOSCL aii\., thle SMii~jt nIMon. ýwih theý
fuLlI mig~ht of the C iernian armed force,,.

Armored spearhcads, thrus~t deepI into So~ let teri-tor\.dr\nct-
\Nard LIleinu~ad. \Ioscow%.andL thle I krainc anld CLuttiille. Ott entire Si '\ ci
armies. Icespite tremendouls losses,. Russian niiitMAr forces \' It hdreL:
farthier into thle cou~ntrv and conlt ilLucd to resist. N a/i e\peetatorl of ,i Ii
qu~ick \~ictory e~ap iratcd. and thle onset Of winter Canchlt thet C ie rntans11
Unprepared. I'hirt\ mile-, short Of NlOsCow their adI\IC aneeeOund t(0

halt. and the SO\ iets klaunlChed 1Masi\ C counterattaUcks.
The G ermans x% it hstoind theC cOIMCune rt tcks, and resu me11d their

ofe nsix e the fofli m ins spring. I hie Soy icts,. no\\ lo cked iii a titanlic
death strugglie. faced the hulk (it theC erI-Man Land forces --o MCr M~O
hundred divsions. [he front stretched for- 2.000H miles. (from thie
Arctic Circle to the Black Sea. Soon eaIsaidties ran Into th m villion".
Waging. wari with thle i mplacable rut hleYssness of h itali taria ii recti mes.
both sides committed wholesale aitrocities----mistreatmentcii of pris-
onlers of war,- enslavement of civilian popuilat ions. and. Iin the ease of
the Jews. outrig~ht g~enocide.

In the I ýnitcd States Preparations f .or, %%i a r r ed sh xlx. C Oenera
' eori,)e C. Marshall took Lwer as Chief of Statff n 19.19, but thle Arnl\
remained hard pressed simnply to carr\ out1 its Mission of de cendie the
continental U, nited States. Decfending o~ erseas possessions like thle
Philippines seemed a hopeless task. Ini earl\ 1939. prompted by fears
that a hostile power might he ahfe to establish air bases In thle Western
Hlemisphere. thuIs exposingi the Panama C anal or coniinci~tal I. nited
States to aerial attack. President Franklin 1). Roosev elt klaunched a limi-
ited preparedness camrpaign. The power of thle Army\ Air- Corps ill-
creased: Army\ and Navy leaders drafted a new% series of wa,,r plans to
deal with the threcatenting international situaltionl. The fOCuIs ofmihiitMAr
policy changed from continental to hemisphere defense.

After the outbreak of war inl Europe the President proclaimed a
limited ernergenex and authori/.ed increases in thle si/c of the Regul-
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/hit 11-1 1 MleIt/ qII I ItII Iy . Ihy~ I nrA 1 h ( rIt W)M CI 'IihI t 0 hi

/( " I? , n III' ý / 'r r~ I i, b'sI-Iri Iihmnih IruiI;?cII i) ( Ia (i~~i - iiIi,1

far Arnim and til Nationmal ( iuard. ( t~mwrcss amcndcd (li Nc iiiratid

Act to 11c-Mttn nit Mrli( ns sies 1() tile I-r-cnch and Brills)). and jarc orII
dcrs fromi thcm 'stimlilic( rct)(fimifna and laid th 1w asis 1(tlo e hC\cx
pansi in t4 %% ar proiduction Ii tile t 1wtnrc. ific A rnx conmcentrated oni
eq uippi ng Its regular ft nccs it, qLIick1 ll, as ossihic and Iin 194 hlvd
thc first large-scale corps and armN InliInCuI\I rsInl AMCr~ican historv.

The rapid defeat of France and tile possNibic co)lfapsc of Britaini
dramatically accelerated dcfcnsc prepi~t-.ioils. Rtwosc\ clt directed
fil t ranstfcr of larizc stocks of World War I munitions. to 1-i rancc and
Britain Iin tile springp of 19t40 and \%ecii lurthcr inl Scptcmbhcr x\ hcn liw
agreed to thc tritnsfcr (itfillittx wr-aigc dcstrovcrs, to Britain Inl ex-
change for bases in tilc Atiantic and ( arihhcan. Ini March 1941
Congress rcpeiilcd soni'' nro\ isions of thc Ncutrafitv Act. IPassagig ()f
the 1.cnd-L~casc Act. \-. ich gavec tile ['residcnt authorit\ to sell.
trritsf'cr. or lcasc\ war goodsto thc govcrnmiicnt of any %counitry\ whosc
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defenses hic dccnmcd \ Ital to thle dcfcnsýc of thc I. nitcd States, ',pcllcd
hie \ 1iLdual end of lc Ut ralit. [lhc [~resident proclaimed that t hc

t'nilcd StatcN xýwuldl hcconmc thc *'arscnial of (.cimociic\." In h11t
spri n,_ of 1 941 Anic rican and Brintish mil Iitar\ rcprCcsntat\C ihecldtc
hic i fi rst combi ned staff conferec ec, ito discuss ,t ratce' inl (li hc cct

of j1 t c2 1. '.S parlt ici pati it' tnil e x\ ax h ich ~ccmlvd i ncruasi ngl\
likclv to inl~U dc Japxman wc \ll as (jcrnian\. The stalls avirccd thalt it
hc tiL 'nItcd Stiltcs cn~tcrcd: tile \% Mr tihe A\fics sh1ould C( Inceftrate of]1

the defeat of ( Icrmnan\ first. The lPrcsloI11idctaUth011oni/ acti\ c ria af
patrlsO inl thle \~Cstcrnl half of tile Atkllntic. and in JulyI. AincnicanC
troop,, tlook til hcC pccOf' 13nt iSh f'or-cCs cuardi ng Iceland.

Mlean\Oillc. (riccral Marshlall and Sccrctarv of Waril 11lcnrx L
St i llsOn Made planlS to C\panid tile Arrnl\ to 1 .5 m illio.n m n. ( )n 27
:\11111.st 1940 . Congreirss a pp-rOx cd in~ductIn1 theC Nationail GUard] into
federall sCr\icc and caIlliniW Up til ecrc> A fc\\ v~ccks later thle
awmnakcrs passcd thc Sclcctix c SCrx ikc Mid irainine11- Act. the first

rp acct imc draft Inl A merican Ii istorv. Bv' mlid- 1941 [ieth A rn.\ had
.1chic~ dit lcd d trntI. xit7infntry. 5 armored. and 2, ca\ -

airy dil isions:- 3.-, air gr4ll), mp i ad a host of suppor))It uniiit,. B~ut it rc-C
n~iaincd far from rcad\ t'. -clo 1~ra gist %%cll-c(.Uippcd. c'x-
pcrienCed. anld dIctcrine111d focs.

PlIe Uniuted .St(1ttc biters dI/I vVill

()n I )c~cni~hcT 194 1 \\ hilc ( Pricran armiics \\ erc Ifrcc/in.?. he-
f4)c Ioso .il'4an1 suLdden Rpuhc h1C 'I nitcd Staltcs into I hc
"si ruegle hK atackini2- tilc Amlcrican nax al ha'sc at Pearl I larhor.
li a'a"il. Four daMI sLatrIM fitlcr dIcclarcd \ ar on thc 1 nitcd Statcs.
PrcsidIcnt Ro0osC\C C.li cal l onl Congress for nimnicdiatc and miassivc
cxpansion o~f ttice armlcd forccs.wct \car., of' negzlcct and indif'-
fcrcnlec. ho)\,c~cr. could not bc oxerconmc in a fcw\ da\ s.

Hellpless as- Amcrican garrisons in the Pacific I-cll to tilc Japanlese
in thle spring~ 4) 1942, military lcadcrs 'inl Washing~ton wNorkcd fey~cr-
i-,hlv to Crcatc a hcadquanIMtcrs that could dircct a distant war- ceffort
and to turn thc f'lcdgling ground and air units into viahlc. halanccd
f-ightiniz forccs. In carly 1942 thce Joint Chicfk of* Staff' cmergc-gd as a
committec of' thle nation's millitary leaders to advise the President
and ito coordinate stratcgý with the British. InI March the War D~e-
partnment General Staff w%,is reorgani/ed and the ArmN dividWed into
three major commands: the Air F-orces, Giround Forces, and Service
F-orces.1Thirtv-seven Army divisions wvere in some state of* trainingz.
but only one wats fully trained. equipped, and deployable by January

8



""E- luxury Liner" by Barse .ilh'r TIie largest luiers. used by the
Army, the _Britis4 ships Queen Eli/abeth and Queen Mary, could
each carry up to 15,000 troop.s. (Armny Art Collection)

1942. Army planners of the time estimated that victory would re-
quire an Army of nearly 9 million men. organized into 215 combat
divisions, estimates that proved accurate regarding overall man-
poxxer but too ambitious for the 90 divisions that eventually were es-
tablished and supported on far-flung battlefields.

Lt. Gen. Leslev J. MeNair. head of Army Ground Forces and an
ardent advocate of mobile war. oversaw the development of armored
and airborne divisions, lie directed the restructuring of existing or-
ganizations as well, turning the old World War I "square" division
based on four infantry regiments into a lighter, more maneuverable
triangular division with three infantry regiments. A serious and con-
tinuing shortage of Allied shipping space placed absolute limits on
the size and capabilities of Army units. New tables of organization
stressed leanness and mobility, sometimes at the expense of fighting
power and endurance. Billeting. training areas, and equipment wcrc
all in short supply. American industry had to support the nation's Al-
lies as well as its own military expansion. Britain needed large
amounts of munit'ons and equipment: and lend-lease aid. including
tens of thousands of trucks and other vehicles and equipment. played

9



an important part in mechanizing the Soviet Army. Amphibious %N at-
fare required large numbers ot landing craft and support vessels. vct
to be built. The first I '.S. Iroops arrived in the British Isles in January
1942. but nearly a \ear passed before the, went into action against
tile Axis. Meanwhile. air power provided virtually the only mcans for
the Allies to strike at (Gertany. "he Ro\al Air Force began its air of-
fensive against (Germany in May 1942. and on 4 July the first Amner-
ican crews participated in air raids against the ('ontinent.

In early 1942l British and American leaders reaffirmed the prior-
ity of the European theater. General Marshall argued for an imme-
diate buildup of American forces in Great Britain, at possible diver-
sionarv attack on the Continent in the fall. and a definite full-scale
invasion in 1943. The British greeted this program with caution. R•.-
membering the enormous casualties of World War I. they preferred
to strike at German power in the Mediterranean. rather than risk a
direct confrontation in haste. Although acknowledging the eventual
necessity for an invasion of France. they hoped to defer it until much
later. Instead. Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill suggested Anglo-
American landings in North Africa. bringing the French armies in
France's colonies there back into the war on the side of the Allies and
aiding the British in their fight against the Italians and the forces of
German Field Marshal Erwin Rommel. Months of lively debate fol-
lowed, but ultimately President Roosevelt directed General Mar-
shall to plan and carry out amphibious landings on the coast of North
Africa before the end of 1942.

The North African Campaign

Marshall ordered Lt. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, then in Eng-
land, to take command of the invasion. Meeting the November
deadline required improvisation of every kind. Army troops were
hurriedly trained in amphibious warfare. Technicians modified com-
mercial vessels to serve as landing ships. While General Eisenhower
monitored operations from Gibraltar. American forces, convoyed
directly from the United States, landed along the Atlantic coast of
French Morocco, near Casablanca. Meanwhile. American and Brit-
ish troops sailing from England landed in Algeria. Despite efforts to
win support among French military officers in North Africa. some
fighting occurred. Nevertheless negotiations soon led to a ccase-
fire, and French units joined the Allied forces.

While the Allies tightened their grip on Morocco and Algeria, their
troops raced to reach strategic positions in neighboring Tunisia. A

II)
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pots. German forces quickly cut off and oterwhelined t1%o hatIalions
of American infantrN positioned too far apart for mutual support,
and the experienced panzers beat back counterattacks by American
reserves, including elements of the U.S. 1st Armored l)ivision. t .S.
troops began evacuating airfields and supply depots on the plain and
falling back to the western arm of the mountains. Dug in around the
oasis town of Sbeitla, American infantry and armor managed to hold
off the Germans through 16 February. but defenses there began to
disintegrate during the night, and the town lay empty by midday on
the 17th. From the oasis, roads led back to two passes. the Sbiba and
the Kasserine. By 21 February the Germans had pushed through both
and were poised to seize road junctions leading to the British rear.

Rommel and other German commanders, however, could not
agree on how to expkoit their success. Meanwhile Allied reinforce-
ments rushed to the critical area. The 1st Armored Division turned
back German probes toward Tehessa. and British armor met a more
powerful thrust toward Thala, where four battalions of field artillery
from the U.S. 9th Infantry Division arrived just in time to bolster
sagging defenses. On the night of 22 February the Germans began to
pull back. A few days later Allied forces returned to the passes.
The first American battle with German forces had cost more than
6.(X)!) U.S. casualties, including 300 dead and two-thirds of the tank
strength of the 1st Armored Division.

In March. after the British repulsed another German attack. the
Allies resumed the offensive. The U.S. II Corps. now under the com-
mand of Maj. Gen. George S. Patton. attacked in coordination with an
assault on the German line by Montgomery's troops. American and
British forces in the south met on 7 April as they squeezed Axis forces
into the northeastern fiI, of the country. The final drive to clear Tunisia
began on 19 April. On 7 ?N y British armor entered Tunis. and Amer-
ican infantry entered Bizerte. Six days later the last Axis resistance in
Africa ended with the surrender of over 75,(X) prisoners of war.

The U.S. Army learned bitter lessons about the inadequacy of its
training, equipment, and leadership in the North African campaign.
Army Ground Forces acted quickly to ensure that American soldiers
would receive more realistic combat training. Higher commanders re-
alized that they could not interfere with their subordinates by dictat-

ing in detail the positions of their units. Troops had to be corlmitted
in division-size, combined arms teams, not in driblets. The problem
posed by American tanks, outgunned by the more heavily armed and
armored German panzers, took far longer to correct. But the artillery
established itself as the Army's moo>:.,f ent arm.
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Sicih' and hahY
Meeting in Casablanca in Jlanuarv 1943, President Roosevelt.

Prime Minister Churchill. and the Combined Chiefs of Staff de-
cided that the large Italian island of Sicily would be their next target.
Montgomery's British forces landed on the southeast coast, while
Patton's newly activated Seventh Army landed on the southwest,
with the mission of seizing airfields and protecting the flank of the
British drive. Airborne troops spearheading the attacks scattered
wide of their targets but managed to disrupt enemy comnmnica-
tions. Hours after the initial landings on 9 July. German armor
struck the American beaches. Naval gunfire. infantry counleral-
lacks, and the direct fire of field artillery landing at the critical junc-
ture broke up the German formations. But two attempts to rein-
force the beaches with parachute and glidcr-borne troops ended in
disaster when Allied antiaircraft batteries mistook the transport
planes for enemy aircraft and opened fire, causing severe losses.

Meanwhile, the Germans solidly blocked the British drive on
the Sicilian capital. Messina. General Sir Harold R. L. G. Alexander,
Allied ground commander, ordered Patton to push tovard Palermo,
at the western tip of the island. Once in Palermo. since The British
drive was still stalled, his forces attacked Messina from the north.
Patton used a series of small amphibious end runs to outflank Ger-
man positions on the northern coastal road. American and British
troops arrived in Messina on 17 August, just as the last Axis troops
evacuated Sicily.

In late July the Allies decided to follow up their success in Sicil\
with an invasion of Italy. Having lost hope of victory, the halian,
High Command, backed by the king. opened secret negotiations
with the Allies. The Germans. suspecting that Italy \as about to
desert the Axis. rushed in additional troops.

Tihe Germans swiftly disarmed the Italian Army and took over its
defensive positions. A British fleet sailed into the harbor of Taranto
and disembarked troops onto the docks, while the t I.S. Fifth Army
under Lt. G(kn. Mark W. (lark landed on the beaches near Salerno I
on 9 September. The (;ermans reacted in strength. For tour days
vigorous attacks by German armor threatened the beaches. But oni
16 September American and British forces made contact, and two
weeks later American troops entered Naples. the largest city south of
Rome. Allied plans called for a continued advance to tie down Ger-
man troops and prevent their transfer to France or Russia. while
I itler decided to hold as much of Italy as possible.
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As the Allies advanced up the mountainous spine oi Italy. they
confronted a series of'heavilN fortified German defensive Positions.
anchored on rivers or commanding terrain features. The brilliant de-
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laying tactics of the German commander in italy. Field Marshal Al-
bert Kessehring. exacted a high price for every Allied gain. Yhe cam-
paign in Italy became an endless siege, fought in rugged terrain, in
often appalling conditions, and with limited resources,

iMoving north from Naples. the Allies forced a crossing of the
Volturno River in October 1943 and adN anced to the Winter Line, a
main German defensive position anchored on mountains around
Casino. Repeated attempts over the next six months to break or
outflank it failed. An amphibious end run. landing the U.S. VI
Corps under Maj. Gen. John P. Lucas at Anzio in January 1944.
failed to turn the German flank, for Lucas wvaited too long to build
up his reserves before moving aggressively against the German de-
fenses. Kesselring had time to call In reinforcements, including ar-
tillerv. which soon brought every inch uf Allied-held ground under
fire. As the defenders dug in. the end run turned into another siege.
as American and British troops repulsed repeated counterattacks.

Meanwhile, an American attempt to cross the Rapido Ri\cr.
timell to coincide with the Anzio landing, miscarried with heav'y ca-
sualties. Allied efforts to blast a way through the cnemvs Mountain
defenses pro\ ed futile, despite the use of medium and heamv bombers
to support ground attacks around Cassino. Finally, in klav 1944, a se-
ries of coordinated attacks by the Fifth Army and Eighth Army pried
the Germans loose, and they began to fall back. On 4 June 1944. two
days before the Normandy invasion. Allied troops entered Rome.

The Normandy invasion made Italy\ a secondary theater, and Al-
lied strength there gradually decreased. Nevertheless. the fighting
continued. The Allies attacked a noew% German defcnsive line in the
Northern Appenines in August but wyere unable to make apprecia-
ble head\way through the mountains. Not until spring of 1945 did
they, penetrate the final German defenses and enter the Po valley.
German forces in Italy surrendered on 2 May 1945.

The Cross- Channel A ttack

Preparations for an attack on German-occupied France contin-
ued as did the campaigns in the Mediterranean. The defeat of the
German UJ-boat threat, critical to the successful transport of men
and materiel across the Atlantic. had been largely accomplished by
the second half of 1943. The success of the war against the U-boats
was immeasurably aided by secret intelligence, code-named tI i~r.\.
garnered by Anglo-American breaking of German radio comnluni-
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cations codes. Such information also proved valuable to tile com-
manders of the ground campaign in Italy and France.

By early 1944 an Allied strategic bombing campaign so reduced
German strength in fighters and trained pilots that the Allies effec-
tively established complete air superiority over western Europe. Al-
lied bombers now turned to systematic disruption of the trails-
portation system in France in order to impede the enemy's abilit\ to
respond to the invasion. At the same time. American and British
leaders orchestrated a tremendous buildup in the British Isles., trans-
porting 1.6 million men and their equipment to England and lpro-
viding them with shelter and training facilities.

Detailed planning for the cross-Channel assault had begun in 1943
when the American and British Combined Chiefs of Staff appointed
a British officer. Lt. Gen. Frederick E. Morgan. as Chief of Staff to the
as vet unnamed Supreme Allied Commander. When General Eisen-
hower arrived in January 1944 to set up Supreme Headquarters. Al-
lied Expeditionary Force (SHAFF), Morgan*,s work served as the
basis for the final plan of assault. The Allies would land in Normand\
and seize the port of Cherbourg. They would establish an expanded
lodgment area extending as far east as the Seine River. Having built
up reserves there, they would then advance into Germany on a broad
front. Ground commander for the invasion would be General Mont-
gomcrv. The British Second Army would land on the left. while the
American First Army. under Lt. Gen. Omar N. Bradley. landed on
the right. Intensive exercises and rehearsals occupied the last months
before the invasion. An elaborate deception plan convinced the Gcr-
mans that the Normandy landings were a feint, and that larger, more
important landings would take place farther east, around the Pas de
Calais. Here the Germans held most of their reserves, keeping their
armored formations near Paris.

Developments on the Eastern Front also aided the success of the
invasion. In early 1943 the Russians destroyed, a German armv at
Stalingrad. The Germans tried to regain the initiative in the summer
of 1943. attacking a Soviet-held salient near the Russian city of
Kursk. In the largest tank battle known to history. they suffered a re-
sounding defeat. Henceforth, they remained on the defensive, in

constant retreat, while the Soviets advanced westward. retaking
major portions of the Ukraine and White Russia during the fall and
winter and launching an offensive around Leningrad in January
1944. By March 1944 Soviet forces had reentered Polish territory,
and a Soviet summer offensive had prevented the Germans from
transferring troops to France.
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"Sihernian Tanks Passing Stream ol (.'rman Prisoners' h%- Ogden

Pheiss.ner. After seven weeks of .'uoit; caovtl/ adhancey ltainsl deter-
mined (;erman defndh'r.s in tihe hedgerowv., A rmy armored borM1-
tions seized the initiative (it St. L.o and maled rapid tidvaniei against a
demoralized enemn %,. (Army' Art (ollcction)

On 5 June 1944. General Eisenhower took advantage ofa break
in stormy weather to order the invasion of -fortress Europe.'* In the
hours before dawn. 6 June 1944. one British and two U.S. airborne
divisions dropped behind the beaches. After sunrise. British. Cana-
dian, and U.S. troops began it) move ashore. The British and Cana-
dians met modest opposition. Units of the U.S. VII Corps quickly
broke through defenses at a beach code-named UIAh and began
moving inland, making contact with the airborne troops within
twenty-four hours. But heavy German fire swept OMAHA. the other
American landing area. Elements of the Ist and 29th Infantry Divi-
sions and the 2d and 5th Ranger Battalions clung precariously to a
narrow stretch of stony beach until late in the day, when they were
finally able to advance, outflanking the German positions.

American and British beachheads linked up within days. While
the Allies raced to build up supplies and reserves. American and
British fighter aircraft and guerrillas of the French resistance
blocked movement of German reinforcements. On the ground, Al-
lied troops besieged Cherbourg and struggled to expand southward
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through the entangling Norman hedgerows. Earthen embankments
hundreds of years old, matted with the roots of trees and shrubs, tlih
hedgerows divided the countryside into thousands of tiny fields.
The narrow roads, sunk beneath the level of the surrounding coun-
trvside, became deathtraps for tanks and vehicles. Crossroads \il-
lages were clusters of solidly built medieval stone buildings. ideal for
defense. Small numbers of German infantry, dug into the embank-
ments with machine guns and mortars and a tank or two or a few an-
titank guns for support, made advancing across each field costl\.

With time short and no room to maneuver, the struggle to break
out became a battle of attrition. Allied troops advanced with ago-nizing slowness from hedgerow' to hedgerow. in a seemingly endless

series of small battles. Advances were measured in hundreds of
yards. Requirements for fire support far exceeded prcinvasion plan-
ning. resulting in a severe shortage of artillery shells. The British
made several powerful attempts to break through to the open coun-
try beyond the town of Cacn. but were stopped b\ the Germans.
Who concentrated most of their armor in this threatened area. By 18I July the U.S. First Army had clawed its wkay into St. Lo and. on 25
July. launched Operation ('CoR,\. As heavy and medium bomlbers
from England pummeled German frontline positions. infantry and
armor finally punched through tile defenses. Pouring through the
gap. American troops advanced forty miles within a week.

Rejecting his generals' advice, iHlitler ordered a counterattack
against the widening breakout bv Germany's last available mobile
forces in France. U.S. First Army forces stopped the Germans and
joined Canadian, British. and Polish troops in catching the enemy in
a gi:int pocket around the town of Falaise. Allied fighter bombers
and artillery now aided a massive destruction of twenty enemy divi-
sions. Suddenly. it seemed the Allies might end the war before win-
ter. Calling off a planned halt and logistical buildup, Eisenhowcr or-
dered the Allied forces to drive all-out for the German frontier.

With enemy forces in full retreat. French and American troops
rolled into Paris on 25 August 1944. Meanwhile, veteran U.S. and
French divisions, pulled out of Italy. landed on the beaches of the French (
Riviera. While Fr.nch forces liberated the ports. the 11.S. Seventh Arm,
drove northward in an effort to cut off withdrawing German troops.
Moving rapidly through the cities of Lvon and Besancon. they joined up
with Allied forces advancing from Normandy on I I September.

Victory seemed to be at hand. But by mid-September Allied
communications were strained. Combat troops had outrun their
supplies. British and Canadian forces advanced into the Nether-
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they mtmed wAas thickly %koodcd. cut by steep defiles. lire hreaks.
atid trails. The Germans built deep. artillery'-pro log hbunkers. sur-
rounded by fighting positions. The% placed thousands of mines if'
'orest. IIn addition. they felled trees across the roads and %%
mined, and booby-trapped them;-, and registered their art iiller. ior-
tars. and machine guns on the roadblocks. Tree-high artillCry' bursts.
spc ing thousands of lethal splinters, nmLadc movement onl the forest
floor difficult. Armnor had no room1 to mIanevlCerv. kwo monliths of
blood\ close-quarters fighting in mud. srno\w, and cold was dc\astal-
imn to morale. Parts of al least three t '.S. dl\ isiO,,, ijumshCd be\v nd all
h uman limits. experienced braCAkdo\\ns 0f cohesion and discipline.

The Battle oftie Bldge

While the Allies bludgeoned their wa\ into the border marchsc, of
the Reich. I Fit cr carefullh husbanded ( iermanO s last rcser\ es of tanký,
and inlantr\ for a desperate attempt to rC\crsC the situation in the
\west. ()n 16 l)ccember pocrflil German lfrces struck the lightly held
sechor of the First Arm\y front south of' MonsChan in the ArdCennes,.
Gcrman armored spcarhecads dro\c to\ward the Meiuse RivCr. aiming
at Antitcrp. Aided by bad \wcatller, a \ariet\ of dcccpti\Ce mCasurCs.
and the ',ailure of Allied intelligence correctly to interpret the sigins of
an impending attack. they achieved complete surprise. lecmcnts of
live U.S. d\ isions plus support troops fell back in confusion. ll I o reg-
iments of the 1 00th Infantry Di% ision. cut off and surrounded alop the
mountainous Schnee -iffel. surrendered aftcr only brief fighting--the
largest battlefield surrender olf I .S. troops 'in WVo04d War II.

Partly as a result of tlic decision to continue attacking thrt)ugllOut
the aUtumn. I I.S. forces k\crc spread thin in areas such as the A,\r-
dcrnncs, and the Americans had fe\w rcscr\cs to mect the attack.
St IAIFE immediatce ordered available units into the threatened arca.
sending an airborne division into the important communications cen-
ter of ivhstognc. By I8 l)ecembcr the magnitude of the ( icrman cflorl
was clear, and Eisenhowcr ordered Pallt•ns Third Arm\ to disengage I
from its offensive to\ard the Saar and to attack thie e11neiV's SOutlhcrni!
flank. Scattered American units, fighting desperate rCargugard actions.
disrupted the (eriman timetable, obstructing or holding kc\ choke
points-road junctions, narrow defiles, and single-lane bridges across
unfordablc streams-to buy time. Defenders al the town of St. Vith
held out for six days: V Corps troops at F'Iscnborn Ridge repelled fu-
rious attacks. .amming the northern shoulder of lhc enemy ahdancC.
"lo the south armored and airborne troops. although completely sur-



rounded and under heavy German attack, held Bastogne for tile du-
ration of the battle. German efforts to widen the southern shoulder of
the bulge along the Sauer River came to nothing.

Short of fuel, denied critical roadnets. hammered by air attacks.
and confronted by American armor, the German spearheads recoiled
short of the Meuse. Meanwhile. Patton had altered the Third Arm"s
axis of ad\ance and attacked northward, relieving Bastogne on -26
December. On 3 January First and Ninth A\rmy Iroops and British
forces launched attacks against the northcrn shoulder of the bulge.
Meanwhile, a secondary German oflensi\ e. Operation NORI)-
WINI), failed in the south. Eisenhower had ordered the Sixth Arn\,
Group to fall back, pulling out of Strasbwirg. General de Gaulle. the
French le'tder. was enraged. After heated negotiations. Allied troops
remained in Strasbourg, and the German attack lost its momentumn.
Bv the end of January the Allies had retaken all the ground lost in
both German offensives. The Battle of the Bulgc w\as over.

Just as the Allies' August breakout had failed to achieve a war-
w\inning decision, so, too, the German attempt to reenact its victory
of June 1940 failed. The Allies, however, could make good their
losses. while Hitler had squandered almost all his remaining armor
and fighter aircraft. To make matters worse for the Reich, the Sovi-
ets oi 12 January opened a !arge-scale offensi\ve in Poland and Fast
Prussia that carried their troops to hithin forty miles of Berlin. (ier-
man forces that survived the Ardennes fighting had to be hurriedly
shifted east\\ ard to meet the growing Russian threat.

The Final Of'fensive

With the elimination of the "'bulge" and the repulse of NORI)-
HIV\l). the campaign in the w\est moved into its final phases. The
Allies paused only briefly before resuming the offensive. Eiscn-
ho\wer had earlier decided that his armies should advance to the
Rhine all alhnme its length before crossing: he wanted to shorten Al-
lied lines, provide a defensible position in the event of further (icr-
mat counterattacks, and free troops to build up strong reserves. Ift
I titler persisted in defending every inch of German territory, most of
the enemy s remaining forces wvould be destroyed wvest of the Rhine.
Once across the river, American and British forces would be able to
ad\ance into (Germany almost at will.

I larmoni/ing conflicting British and American viwc\s remained
one of Eisenhower's major problems. Rejecting British proposals to
concentrate onl one thrust north of the Ruhr under Montgomery's
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leadership. Eisenhower planned concentric attacks from the north
by the British 21 Army Group and the U.S. Ninth Army and from
the south by the U.S. First Army. Meanwhile, the Third Arm\
would drive straight across Germany. and the Seventh Army would
turn southward into Bavaria. Because the United States now dom-
inated the alliance. most of the significant tasks of the final cam-
paign went to American commanders.

First, a pocket of German resistance at Colmar had to he elimi-
nated. Eisenhower assigned five additional U.S. divisions and 10M(XX)
service troops to the effort. The Franco-American attack against the
pocket began on 20 January and was over by early Fehruar\. Mean-
time, the Canadian First Army cleared the area between the Maas
and Rhine Rivers. At the same time. the First Army advanced and
finally seized the Roer River dams but found that the Germans had
destroyed the controls. The resultant flooding delayed the Ninth
Army's advance by two weeks. That attack finall\ began in late
February and linked up with the Canadians. cutting off German
forces facing the British. Meanwhile. the First Army's drive to the
Rhine culminated in the capture of Cologne and on 7 March the
seizure of an intact bridge at the town of Remagen.

As American divisions poured into the bridgehead, the Third
and Seventh Armies launched coordinated attacks to the south. On
the 22d and the 25th. Third Army troops made assault crossings of
the Rhine. On 23 March the British Second Arm\ and the U.S.
Ninth Army staged massive crossings in the Recs-Wesel-Dinslaken
area, supported by the largest airborne landings of the war. while the
Seventh Army crossed on the 26th near Worms. Now\ Allied
columns fanned out across German\. overrunning isolated pockets
of resistance. While Montgomery's forces drove northward toward
the great German ports of Bremen. Hamburg. and Luebeck. the
Ninth Army advanced along the axis Muenstcr-Magdeburg. Ninth
and First Army troops met on 1 April. encircling the industrial re-
gion of the Ruhr and capturing 325.t0(0 prisoners. The First Arnly
continued eastward toward Kassel and Leipzig while the Third
Armv rolled through Frankfurt, Eisenach, and Erfurt toward Dres- I
den. then southward toward Czechoslovakia and Austria. The Sixth
Army Group advanced into Bavaria toward Munich and Salzburg.
denying the Germans a last-ditch defense in the Bavarian or Aus-
trian Alps. (Germanv was shattered.

Nevertheless, Eisenhower resisted British pressure to drive on to
Berlin. He saw no point in taking casualties to capture ground that.
in line with earlier agreements between Allied leaders, would have
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to be relinquished to tile Soviets once hostilities ceased. His objec-
tive remained to capture or destroy the remnants of the German
armed forces. The Soviets massed 1.2 million men and 22.000 pieces
of artillery and on 16 April began their assault upon the city. As that
battle raged, British. American. and Soviet forces neared previously
negotiated stop lines along the Elbe and Mulde Rivers. The First
Army made contact with Soviet troops on 25 April around Torgau.
Meanwhile, as the Third Army entered Czechoslovakia and British
troops reached the Baltic. the Russians moved through the streets of
Berlin. On 30 April 1945, Hitler committed suicide in a bunker be-
neath the ruins of his capitol.

German forces in Italy surrendered effective 2 May and those in
the Netherlands, northwestern Germany, and Denmark on 4 May. Pa-
trols of the U.S. Seventh Army driving eastward through Austria and
the Fifth Army driving north from Italy met near the Brenner Pass.
On 7 May' the German tligh Communaml surrendered all its forces un-
conditionally, and 8 May was officially proclaimed V-E Day. Though
peace had come to Europe. one of the most culturally and economi-
callv advanced areas of the globe lay in ruins. Germany, the industrial

engine of the Continent. lay prostrate, occupied by British. French.
American. and Soviet troops. Britain, exhausted by its contribution to
the victory, tottered near economic collapse, while France was totally
dependent on the United States. The Soviet Union had suffered in ex-
cess of 20 million casualties and untold devastation, but its armed
forces remained powerful and its intentions obscure. To the victory in
wes,,tern Europe and Italy. the United States had contributed 68 divi-
sions, 150(XX) combat aircraft, well over I million tanks and motor ve-
hicles, and 135.0) dead. The country now turned its focus to a war a
half a world away and to the defeat of Japan in the Pacific.
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The Pacific War



The Pacific War

Even before Pearl Harbor. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and
the American military chiefs had agreed on a common strategy with
Great Britain: Germany, the most powerful and dangerous of the
Axis powers, must be defeated first. Only enough military resources
would be devoted to the Pacific to hold the Japanese west of an
Alaska-Hawaii-Panama defensive line.

Competition for ,m1nited resources between the Allied command-
ers of the European and Pacific theaters was actually less intense
than might have been expected. The Pacific was a naval war. and lit-
tle U.S. offensive naval power was required in the Atlantic besides
landing craft. Aside from the U-boats. the Germans posed no threat
in Atlantic waters. Ul-boat defense primarily required many small, fast
escort vessels. Then too. almost the entire British Navy was deployed
in the Atlantic. Thus. American offensive naval power-especially
the fast carrier task forces-could be committed to the Pacific war.

More than distance separated the two wars: they differed funda-
mentally in strategy and command and in the character of the fighting.
In Europe the war was planned and conducted in combination with
powerful Allies. Strategic decisions had to be argued and agreed to by
the American and British chiefs of staff, and. on occasion, even by
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill. Opera-
tional planning was conducted, at least at the higher levels. by com-
bined Anglo-American staffs. In the Pacific the United States also
had Allies-Australia and New Zealand. Yet the ratio of U.S. to Al-
lied forces was much higher there than in Europe. and in consequence
strategy and planning were almost wholly in American hands.

Eisenhower. the Supreme Commander in Europe. had no coun-
terpart in the Pacific. From the beginning of the war. rivalry be-

tween the Army and the Navv marked the conflict. The two services
competed for cornmand. territory. and resources. In the vast Pa-
cific. an ocean dotted with thousands of coral islands. there should
have been ample room for both. But interservicc rivalries and great
distances prevented a single unified commander from being named.
until General Douglas MacArthur became Supreme Commander.
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(Army Art Collection)

Allied Powers (SCAP). in the last days of the war. Instead, the Pa-
cific was divided into area commands. The two most important were
MacArthur's Southwest Pacific Area (SWPA) and Admiral Chester
Nimitzz' Pacific Ocean Areas (POA). POA, in turn. was subdivided
into North Pacific. Central Pacific. and South Pacific commands.
Nimitz personally retained command of the Central Pacific.

Fighting in the Pacific was unlike fighting in Europe. The cam-
paigns in Europe were characterized by huge ground forces driving
overland into the heart of the enemy's country. Both in MacArthur's
SWPA and Nimitzs POA. the Pacific war was a seemingly endless
series of amphibious landings and island-hopping campaigns where I
naval power. air power. and shipping. rather than large and hcavy
ground forces, were of paramount importance.

Yet for the soldiers and marines who assaulted the countless beaches,
the Pacific war was even more brutal and deadly than the war in Europe.
Japanese defenders always dug in. reinforced their bunkers with coconut
logs. and fought until they were killed. They almost never surrendered.
On Betio in the Tarawa Atoll in November 1943 the marines suffered
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3.301 casualties. including 9XX) killed in action, for a bit of coral 3 miles
long and 8iX) yards wide. At Iwo Jima in February and March 1945 the
marines lost almost 60(XN) dead and over 17.(XX) wounded and fought for
five weeks to take an island less than five miles long. At Iwo no battalion
suffered fewer than 50 percent casualties, and many sustained even
higher losses. In the southwest Pacific. MacArthur's casualties were pro-
portionately fewer. Fighting on the larger land masses of New Guinea
and the Philippines, he had more room to maneuver, and he could almost
always -hit "em where they ain't.'"

"The history of the war in the Pacific falls neatly into three periods.
The first six months of the war. from December 1941 to May 1942.
were a time of unbroken Japanese military victory. At the height of
Japanese expansion in mid-1942. the tide turned. The period from
mid-1942 to mid-1943 saw Japanese strategic thrusts into the south
and central Pacific blunted by the carrier battles of the ('oral Sea
(May 1942) and Midway (June 1942). Limited U.S. offensives in the
Solomons and in the Papuan area of eastern New Guinea were
launched in the last months of 1942. Both offensives were begun on aj shoestring, and both came close to failure. Yet they represented the
end of defeat in the Pacific and the first tentative steps toward victory.
Those steps became great leaps in 1944 and 1945, 'ýo amphibious of-
fensives developed, as MacArthur advanced across the northern coast
of New Guinea into the Philippines and Nimitz island-hopped 2.0X)
miles across the central Pacific from the Gilbei iNidand, to Okinawca.

Japan on the Off ensive

Japan. largely devoid of natural resources to feed its industries,
looked overseas for supplies of strategic materials such as ores and
petroleum. Before 1939 the United States was Japan's major sup-
plier. But President Roosevelt and Secretary of State Cordell Hull
shut off American supplies in an effort to force the Japanese to end
hostilities against China. The Japanese had long coveted the re-
source-rich British and Dutch colonies of Southeast Asia, and as the
U.S. trade embargo tightened, the Japanese increasingly looked
southward for raw materials and strategic resources.

Only the United States stood in Japan's path. The U.S. Pacific
Fleet at Pearl Harbor was the only force capable of challenging
Japan's navy, and American bases in the Philippines could threaten
lines of communications between the Japanese home islands and the
East Indies. Every oil tanker heading for Japan would have to pass
by American-held Luzon. From these needs and constraints, Japan's
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war plans emerged. First, its navy would neutrali/e the American
fleet with a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. Japan would also seize
America's central Pacific bases at Guam and Wake islands and in-
vade the Philippines. With American naval power crippled. Japan's
military would be free to seize Burma. Malay,'a. Singapore. and the
Dutch East Indies in a series of rapid amphibious operations. Japan
would then establish a defensive ring around its newly conquered
empire by fortifying islands in the south and the central Pacific.
Japan's leaders were convinced that Americans. once involved in the
European war. would be willing to negotiate peace in the Pacific.

"io block Japanese ambitions, the United States Arm\ had scant
resources. Two small forces constituted the heart of the American
land defenses in the Pacific-the garrison in the Territory ol1t-laa aii
and General Douglas MacArthur's command in the Commonwealth
of the Philippines. Both were peacetime organizations. whose days
were given to rounds of ceremonies, inspections, and languid train-
ing. Officers and their wives occupied evenings and weekends with
rounds of social activities and golf, while the soldiers enjoyed more
earthy pleasures in the bars and brothels of Honolulu or Manila.I Yet these forces would face overwhelming odds in the event of
war. The thousands of islands that comprised the Philippines lay
8,.(M) miles from the American west coast, but only 2010 miles from
Japanese-held Formosa. To defend them. General MacArthur had
the equivalent of two divisions of regular troops-i16.0(H) U.S. regu-
lars and 12,0() Philippine Scouts. Hc could call on additional thou-
sands of Philippine militia, but they were untrained and ill equipped.
Lt. Gen. Walter C. Short's Hawaiian command held 43,0() Army
troops, including two infantry divisions, coast artillery, air corps.
and support troops. Thus, in ground forces, the United States had
the equivalent of three divisions in the Pacific to stand in the path of
the Imperial Japanese A r"tn.

American strategists had developed two plans to counter possible
Japanese aggression-one for the Navy and another for the Army.
The Navy planned to fight across the central Pacific for a climactic
and decisive battle with the Japanese fleet. The Army saw no way to
save the Philippines and favored a strategic defense along an Alaska-
Hawaii-Panama line. Writing off the Philippines, however, was po-
litically impossible, and as war drew closer frantic efforts were made
to strengthen the commonwealth's defenses. Both MacArthur and
Army Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall overestimated the
chances of their own forces and underestimated the strength and
ability of the Japanese. In particular, they grossly exaggerated the
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power of a new weapon. the B-17 "Flying Fortress" bomber. a tew of
which were rushed to the Philippines in the last days of peace.

All of the efforts proved to be too little, too late. The Japanese
war plan worked to perfection. On 7 December 1941. Japan paralw/ed
the Pacific Fleet in its attack on Pearl Harbor. In the Philippines. Jap-
anese fliers destroyed most of MacArthur's air force on the ground
Freed of effective opposition, Japanese forces took Burma, Malkiý
Singapore, and the Dutch East Indies in rapid succession. By Mar' f,
1942 the Japanese had conquered an empire. Only MacArthur's be-
leaguered American-Filipino army still held out on the main Philip-
pine island of Luzon.

A Japanese army had landed in northern Luzon on 22 December
1941 and began to push southw•ard toward Manila. At first, Mac-
Arthur was inclined to meet the Japanese on the beaches. But he
had no air force, and the U.S. Navy's tiny Asiatic fleet was in no po-
sition to challenge Japan at sea. The U.S. regulars and Philippine
Scouts were excellent troops but were outnumbered and without air
support. Giving up his initial strategy of defeating the enemy on the
beaches. MacArthur decided to withdraw to the Bataan Peninsula.
There he could pursue a strategy of defense and delay, shortening his
lines and using the mountainous, jungle-covered terrain to his advan-
tage. Perhaps he could even hold out long enough for a relief force to
be mounted in the United States.

But too many people crowded into Bataan. with too little food and
ammunition. By March it was clear that help from the I, inited States
was not coming. Nevertheless, the American-Filipino force. wracked
by dysentery and malaria, continued to fight. In March President
Roosevelt ordered MacArthur to escape to Australia. tie left his
command to Lt. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright and to Maj. Cien. Edward
King, who on 9 April was forced to surrender the exhausted and
starving Bataan force. Wainwright continued to resist on the small for-
tified island of Corregidor in Manila Bay until 6 May under constant
Japanese artillery and air bombardment. After Japanese troops
stormed ashore on the island. Wainwright agreed to surrender Cor- (
regidor and all other troops in the islands. By 9 May 1942. the battle
for the Philippines had ended, though many Americans and Filipinos
took to the hills and continued a guerrilla war against the Japanese.

The courageous defense of Bataan had a sad and ignominious end.
Marching their prisoners toward camps in northern Luzon, the Japa-
nese denied food and water to the sick and starving men. When the
weakest prisoners began to straggle, guards shot or bayoneted them
and threw the bodies to the side of the road. Japanese guards may
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have killed 6tX) Americans and 100.9)t Filipino prisoners. News of the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor had outraged the American people:
news of the "'Bataan Death March" filled them with hitter hatred.

By May 1942 the Japanese had succeeded beyond their wildest
expectations. A vast new empire had fallen into their hands so
quickly, and at so little cost, that they were tempted to go further. It
their forces could move into the Solomon Islands and the southern
coast of New Guinea, they could threaten Australia and cut the
American line of communications to MacArthur's base there. If they
could occupy Midway Island. only I,04X) miles from Honolulu, the\,
could force the American fleet to pull back to the west coast. In Jap-
anese overconfidence lay the seeds of Japans first major defeats.

The Tide Turns

Japanese fortunes turned sour in mid-I1942. Their uninterrupted
string of victories ended with history's first great carrier battles. In
May 1942 the Battle of the Coral Sea halted a new Japanese offen-
sive in the south Pacific. A month later the Japanese suffered a dev-
astating defeat at the Battle of Midway in the central Pacific. Now
American and Australian forces were able to begin two small coun-
teroffensives-one in the Solomons and the other on New Guinea's
Papuan peninsula. The first featured the Marine Corps and the
Army: the second, the Army and the Australian Allies.

American resources were indeed slim. When MacArthur arrived
in Australia in March 1942, he found. to his dismay, that he had little
to command. Australian militia and a few thousand U.S. airmen and
service troops were his only resources. The Australian 7th Division
soon returned from North Africa, where it had been fighting the
Germans. and two U.S. National Guard divisions, the 32d and the
41st. arrived in April and May. MacArthur had enough planes for
two bomber squadrons and six fighter squadrons. With only these
forces, he set out to take Papua, while Admiral Nimitz,. with forces
almost equally slim, attacked Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands.

Of all the places where Gls fought in the Second World War.
Guadalcanal and the Papuan peninsula may have been the worst.
Though separated by 8W)0 miles of ocean, the two were similarly un-
healthful in terrain and climate. The weather on both is perpetually hot
and wet- rainfall may exceed 2(X) inches a year. and during the rainy sea-
son deluges, sometimes 8 to 10 inches of rain, occur daily. Temperatures
in December reach the high eighties, and humidity seldom falls below 8A)
percent. Terrain and vegetation are equally foreboding-dark. humid,
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"Bringing in the Amino" bhy Joseph Hirsch. At Rendotva in the
Solomons. landing craqt went aground in shallow water fift • %feet of'f
shore, forcing troops to wade ashore with equipment and anIM unition.
(Army Art Collection)

jungle-covered mountains inland, and evil-smelling swamps along the
coasts. Insects abound. The soldiers and marines were never dry: most
fought battles while wracked by chills and fever. For every two soldiers
lost in battle, five were lost to disease--especially malaria, dengue,
dysentery. or scrub typhus. a dangerous illness carried by jungle mites.
Almost all suffered "jungle rot," ulcers caused by skin disease.

Guadalcanal lay at the southeast end of the Solomons. an island
chain 600 miles long. Navy carriers and other warships supported
the landings, but they could not provide clear air or naval superior-
ity. The marines landed on 7 August 1942, without opposition, and
quickly overran an important airfield. That was the last easy action
on Guadalcanal. The carriers sailed away almost as soon as the
marines went ashore. Then Japanese warships surprised the sup-
porting U.S. naval vessels at the Battle of Savo Island and quickly
sank four heavy cruisers and one destroyer. Ashore. the Japanese
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Armiy fought furiously to regain the airfield. Through months of
fighting the marines barely held on: some American admirals c\en
thought that the beachhead would be lost. But gradually land-based
aircraft were ferried in to provide air cover, and the Navy was able
to return. As the Japanese continued to pour men into the flight.
Guadalcanal became a battle of attrition.

Slowly American resources grew, while the Japanese were in-
creasingly unable to make up their losses. In October soldiers of the
Americal Division joined the battle: in November the Navy won a
smashing victory in the waters offshore: and in early 1943 the
Army's 25th Infantry Division was committed as well. Soldiers now
outnumbered marines, and the ground forces were reorganized as
the XIV Corps, commanded by Army Maj. Gen. Alexander M.
Patch. As the Japanese lost the ability to supply their forces, enemy
soldiers began to starve in the jungles. But not until February-six
months after the initial landing-was Guadalcanal finally secured.

Meanwhile. 8X0) miles to the west on the eastern peninsula of New
Guinea, another shoestring offensive began. Even after the Battle of
the Coral Sea, the Japanese persisted in their efforts to take Port
Moresby, a strategic town on New Guinea's southern coast. In late July
1942 they landed on the north coast of the huge, mountainous island
and began to make their way south toward Port Moresby, across the
towering Owen Stanley Mountains. Almost impassable in normal cir-
cumstances, the trail they followed was a quagmire under constant
rain. Supply became impossible: food ran short, fever and dysentery set
in. Defeated just short of their goal by Australian defenses, the Japa-
nese retreated. Meanwhile, MacArthur had decided to launch a coun-
teroffensive against the fortified town of Buna and other Japanese-
held positions on the northern coast. He sent portions of the Australian
7th and U.S. 32d Divisions over the same mountainous jungle tracks
earlier used by the Japanese. The result was the same. By the time his
troops reached the northern coast, they were almost too debilitated to
fight. Around Buna and the nearby village of Gona the Japanese holed
up in coconut-log bunkers that were impervious to small-arms and
mortar fire. The Americans lacked artillery, flamethrowers. and tanks. I
While they struggled to dig the defenders out, malnutrition, fever, and
jungle rot ravaged the troops. Like the troops on Guadalcanal, the
Aussics and the men of the 32d barely held on.

The Japanese also faced serious problems. Their commanders
had to choose between strengthening Guadalcanal or Buna. Choos-
ing Guadalcanal. they withdrew some support from the Buna garri-
son. Growing American air power made it impossible for the Japa-
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nese Navy to resupply their forces ashore, and their troops began to
run short of food and ammunition. By December they were on (he
edge of starvation. Here the battle of attrition lasted longer, and not
until January 1943 was the last Japanese resistance eliminated.

Buna was costlier in casualties than Guadalcanal. and in some re-
spects it was an even nastier campaign. The terrain was rougher: men
who crossed the Ow&en Stanlevs called that march their toughest expe-
rience of the war. The Americans lacked almost everything necessary
for success-weapons. proper clothing, insect repellents. and adequate
food. "No more Bunas," MacArthur pledged. For the rest of the war
his policy was to bypass Japanese strongpoints. When the battles for
Guadalcanal and Buna began, the Americans had insufficient strength
to win. American strength increased as the battle went on. Over the
next three years it would grow to overwhelming proportions.

Twin Drives to American Victory

As late as 1943 the American Joint Chiefs of Staff had not adopted
j a clear strategy for winning the war in the Pacific. Early in the war they

assumed that the burden of the land fighting against Japan would fall
on Chinese forces. The bulk of Japan's army was deployed in China.
and Chinese leaders had an immense manpower pool to draw on. But
supplying and training the Chinese Army proved to be an impossible
task. Moreover, fighting in China did not lead to any strategic objective.

Instead. the hard-won successes in the Solomons and Papua and
the growing strength of MacArthur's and Nimitzs forces gave the Joint
Chiefs the means to strike at the Japanese in the Pacific. They decided
to launch two converging offensives toward the Japanese islands.
Using Army ground forces, land-based air power, and a fleet of old
battleships and cruisers, MacArthur would leapfrog across the north-
ern coast of New Guinea toward the Philippines. Nimitz. using carrier-
based planes and Marine and Army ground forces, would island-hop
across the central Pacific. The strategy was frankly opportunistic, and
it left unanswered the questions of priorities and final objectives.

At the heart of the strategy were the developing techniques of'
amphibious warfare and tactical air power. Putting troops ashore in
the face of a determined enemy had always been one of war's most
dangerous and complicated maneuvers. World War il proved that
the assault force needed air and sea supremacy and overwhelming
combat power to be successful. Even then, dug-in defenders could
take a heavy toll of infantry coming over the beaches. Special land-
ing craft had to be built to bring tanks and artillery ashore with the
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"Pijm \ Jett\'" bY Frede Vida. T/u'6gixti('.t (f .VMacArtihur' leaps up the
NVet (;uuinea (l 01s sofleties I)Iw posed greater difficultie's t•atn did the/
Japanese duet',nder., (Army Art (ollccion)

infantry, and both direct air support and effective naval gunfire were
essential. MacArthurs leaps up the northern coast of New Guinea
were measured precisely by the range of his fighter-bombers. The
primary task of Nimitz's carriers was to support and defend the
landing forces. As soon as possible after the landings, land-based
planes were brought in to free the carriers for other operations.

The islands of the central Pacific had little resemblance to the fetid
jungles of Guadalcanal and New Guinea. Atolls like Tarawa or Kwa- I
jalein were necklaces of hard coral surrounding lagoons of sheltered
water. Where the coral rose above water, small narrow islands took
form. These bits of sand furnished little room for maneuver and fre-
quently had to be assaulted frontally. Larger islands like Guam and
Saipan were volcanic in origin, with rocky ridges to aid the defense: the
shrapnel effect of shell bursts was multiplied by bits of shattered rock.
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In November 1943 Nimitz's island-hopping campaign began with
his assaults on Betio in the Tarawa Atoll and at Makin a hundred
miles north. It was a costly be ginning. Elements of the Army's 27th
Infantry Division secured Makin w ith relative ease. but at Betio the
"2d Marine Division encountered stubborn and deadly resistance.
Naval gunfire and air attacks had failed to eliminate the deeply dug-
in defenders. and landing craft grounded on reefs offshore, where
they were destroyed by Japanese artillery. As costly as it Nwas. the
lessons learned there proved useful in future amphibious opera-
tions. Like MacArthur. Nimitz determined to bypass strongly held
islands and strike at the enemy's weak points.

During January 1944 landings were made in the Marshalls at
Kwajalein and Eniwetok followed by Guamn and Saipan in the Mar-
ianas during June and July. Because the Marianas were only 1.500
miles from Tokyo. the remaining Japanese carriers came out to
fight. The resulting Battle of the Philippine Sea was a disaster for
the Japanese. In what U.S. Navy pilots called "the great Marianas
turkey shoot," Japanese carrier power was effectively eliminated.

Almost as soon as the Marianas were cleared, the air forces
began to prepare airfields to receive new heavy bombers, the B-29s.
With a range exceeding 3.000 miles. B-29s could reach most Japa-
nese cities, including Tokyo. In November 1944 the Twentieth Air
Force began a strategic bombing campaign against Japan. which in-
directly led to one of the bitterest island fights of the war. Tiny Iwo
Jima. lying 750 miles southeast of Tokyo, was needed both as an
auxiliary base for crippled B-29s returning from their bombing raids
over Japan and as a base for long-range escort fighters. The fight for
the five-mile-long island lasted five weeks, during February and
March 1945. and cost more than 25,000 dead-almost 6,(00( Amer-
icans of the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions and 20.000 Japanese.

While Nimitz crossed the central Pacific, MacArthur pushed along
the New Guinea coast, preparing for his return to the Philippines.
Without carriers, his progress was slower but less costly than Nimitz's.
After clearing the Buna area in January 1943. MacArthur spent the
next year conquering northeastern New Guinea and the eight months
that followed moving across the northern coast of Netherlands New
Guinea to the island of Morotai. Because he had to cover his landings
with land-based planes, he was limited to bounds of 2(M) miles or less
on a line of advance almost 2.00) miles long. Furthermore, he had to
build airfields as he went. By October 1944 MacArthur was ready for
a leap to the Philippines, but this objective was beyond the range of
his planes. Nimitz loaned him Admiral William F. Halsey's heavy car-
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'Il [A hoaIrdfor Ione '"hy .Iovei)I Ilirsc'h. 1ipici"t' uarui/ne increta/i'.
Allied sealili capahdiliay remaied inadequatle to reitlurnt Arm.n .or'ee
home as ti.ir as they would have liked. r,,•,rnN Art (Collection)

riers. and, on 2() October 1944. MacArthur's Sixth Army landed on
Levte Island in the central Philippines.

The Japanese reacted vigorously. For the first time in the war they
employed Kamikaze attacks, suicide missions flown by young. half-
trained pilots. And they used their last carriers as decoys to draw
Halsey's carriers away from the beachheads. With Halsey out of the
battle and the landing forces without air cover, the Japanese planned
to use conventional warships to brush aside the remaining American
warships and destroy the support vessels anchored off the beaches.
They almost succeeded. In the naval Battle of Leyte Gull the big guns
of the big ships, not carrier planes, decided the battle. The Japanese
naval forces were decimated. Japan no longer had an effective navy.

As violent as they were, most island fights involved small units
and were mercifully short. However, the last two major campaigns
of the Pacific war-Luzon and Okinawa-took on some of the char-
acter of the war in Europe. They were long fights on larger land
masses, with entire armies in sustained combat over the course of
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several months. Japanese defenders on Luzon numbered "6 -H
under Lt. (fen. Tomonvuki Yamashita. perhaps the best field com-
mander in the Jupl•t'w. Arm nv. Yanmashita refused an open battle.
knowýing that superior firepowver aind command of the air wvould
favor the Americans. Instead. he prepared dcfensive positions
where his forces could deny the Americans strategic points like
roads and airfields, lie wanted to force the Americans to attack
Japanese positions in a new battle of attrition.

His plan worked. MacArthur\s Sixth Army under Lt. (Gen. Wal-
ter Krueger landed on Luzon on 9 January 1945 and began the
Army's longest land campaign in the Pacific. MacArthur's forces
f'ought for almost seven months and took nearly 40.0(0) casualties
before finally subduing the Japanese.

The largest landings of Nimitz's central Pacific drive were carried
out on Okinawa. only 3(M) miles from Japan, on I April 1945. Before
the fight was over three months later, the entire Tenth Field Arm\,-
four Army' infantry divisions and two Marine divisions-had been
deployed there. Like his counterpart on Luzon, the Japanese com-
mander on Okinawa, Lt. (;en. Mitsuru t Ishijima. refused to fight on
the beaches and instead withdrevv into the rocky hills to force a bat-
tie of attrition. Again the strategy worked. U.S. casualties were stag-
gering, the largest of the Pacific war. Over 12.(HX) American soldiers.
sailors, and marines died during the struggle. At Okinawva the Japa-
nese launched the greatest Kamikaze raids of the war, and the results
were frightening-26 ships stink and 168 damaged. Almost 40) per-
cent of the American dead were sailors lost to Kamikaze attacks.

When the Luzon and Okinawa battles ended in July. the invasion
of the southernmost Japanese island of Kvushu had already been or-
dered by the Joint Chiefs. The date was set for I November 1945.
Kyushu would furnish air and naval bases to intensify the air bom-
bardment and strengthen the naval blockade around Honshu. the
main island of Japan. A massive invasion in the Tokyo area vvas
scheduled for I March 1946 if Japanese resistance continued. With
the Okinawa experience fresh in their minds, many planners feared
that the invasion of Japan would produce a bloodbath.

In fact, Japan was already beaten. It was defenseless on the seas. its
air lorce was gone: and its cities w\ere being burned out by incendiary
bombs, The atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on 6 and 9
August and the Soviet declaration of war on 8 August forced the lead-
ers of Japan to recognize the inevitable. On 15 August 1945. Emperor
Hirohito announced Japan's surrender to the Japanese people and
ordered Japanese forces to lay down their arms. Despite their earlier
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suicidal resistance, they immediately did so. With V-J l)a--2 Septcml-
ber 1945-the greatest war in huliman hi.toiA ,aiic to all cnu.

Aftermath
The United States emerged from the war with global militarN

commitments that included the occupation of German'y and Japan
and the oversight of Allied interests in liberated areas. Ainmost 13
million Americans were in uniform at the end of the war: o~er , mil-
lion of them were soldiers. But the impulse wits strong to follow the
patterns of the past and dismantle this force. Families pressed the
government to "'bring the boys home." and soldiers overscas de-
manded the acceleration of the separation process. American
monopoly of the atomic bomb seemed to furnish all the power that
American security interests needed. Sonmc air power advocates c\en
argued that the bomb mlade armies and navies obsolete.

President Roosevelt had died in April 1945, on the eve of victor\.
The new President. Harry S. Truman. and his advisers tried to resist
the political pressures for- hasty demobilization. Truman wanted to
retain a postwar Army of 1.5 million, a Navy of t)O6.0M)O. and an, Air
Force of 4(XI,)(t). But neither Congress nor the American public
was willing to sustain such a force. Within five months of V-J D)a\.
8.5 million servicemen and women had been mustered out, and iln
June of the following year only two full Arm\- divisions \were avail-
able for deployment in an emergency. By 1947 the Army numbered
a mere 7(WO.fl-sixth in size among the armies of the world.

Yet too much had changed for the Army to return to its small
and insular prewar status. Millions of veterans now remembered
their service with pride. The beginning of the Cold War. especiallv
the Berlin blockade of 1948. dramatically emphasized the need to
remain strong. The Army had become too deeply intertwined wvith
American life and security to be reduced again to a constabulary
force. Moreover, the time was not far off whetn new% conflicts would
demonstrate the limits of atomic power and prove that ground
forces were as necessary as they had been in the past. I
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Further Readings

Despite its age. Charles B. MaclDonald's Tlh' .Mglihtv E-ndeavor:
A.PIierican Armed Forces in the Europei Iliheater in Wohrld War II

1969) remains a sound, informativc, and highly readable survey of
the American role in the war in Europe. For the interwar Arm\.
i. B. Holler. jr.'s General.lohn .1l. Palnier. ('itizen Soldier\ and the
Arinvol'a Dlemocracv (1982) is good for the early \ears. Palmer %\ as
the architect of the National Defense Act of 1921). 1). Claxhon
James' The Years of lhac,-Arlhur: Volume I, 1,0-1941 (I197(0). looks
at the interN\ar Armv in terms of the man \who dominatcd it in the
1930s., wNhile Forrest Poguc's (eorge C. Melar.hall. V'olume 1:. PItIa-
tion of'a General, 180-/V39 ( )96-1), focuses on the man w\ho over-
sa%% its transformation into a powerful. miodernl mass arnlv. Volunle
2: Ordeal and Hope. 1939-1945 ( 1986), and Volumc 3: Organizer o/
Victor\v, 1943-1945 (1973), are the best sources on the War Depart-
ment and the General Staff and cov'cr an enormous range of topics
from strategy and logistics to personalities.

Len Dcighton's Blitzkrieg: from the Rise o•f lider to, the ,Jail of'
Dunkirk (1980) is a popular, scmijournalistic account that places
Cierman tactical and operational innovations in the context of in-
terwar German Armv politics and the Naii rise to po\wer and also
discusses the relationship betwcen tactics. equipment, and organi-
zation in a nontechnical way. Fire-Pulwcr: Hritish Arit IVeuponsA
and Theories of' War, 1904-14'45 (1982). by Shelford Bid\vell and
Dominick Graham. is a seminal and important book. tracing
changes in military doctrine from the perspective of the artillcr\
arm from World War I through World War 1I. Bid\\cll and Graham
analyze the origins of Blitzkrieg tactics and pantzer organizations
and the evolution of indirect artillery fire and their impact on war. I

W. G. F. Jackson's Battlehfr North Africa. 1940-1943 (1975), is re-
liable, and Martin Blumensons Kasserine Pas.s (1967) can be supple-
mented by Ralph Ingcrsoll's Tie Battle b. the !ay-ofl (19431). Written
in the immediate aftermath of the Kasserinc Pass debacle by a jour-
nalist-captain who accompanied the Rangers on their raid against the
ltalian-hkd pass at El Gucttar. it has the gritty immediacy of a con-
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temporary first-person account and ends ýý ith an impassioned plea for
toughe.r ,-v'• ' ,ond'tionin, '.a d mnr, realih " ti ,r:u n,

A useful antidote to grand theoretical speculations about the
nature of war is John Ellis' 'i/i Sharp End: Dit/ Fighting' Maun in
World l'War II (1980)., IUsino a vast array of' first-person accounts,
Ellis focuses on tile experience of frontline combat in both theaters.
Ellis has also written (as.sino: IHlolhw ,ioorv (1984). a gripping
and critical account of Allied attempts to break through the nioun-
tains of central Italy, an effort w hich, the author believes, wýas crip-
pled by a self-serving and inept Allied high command. ITseful com-
panions are WylfOrd Vaughan-Thomas" Anzio (1961) and Martin
Blumenson's Anzio: The (;amhbl Aihat ltihed (1963).

Max Hastings' Overlord: )-Dal' v and the Batthl filr Vortnanidv
1984) is among the best of the new books on the invasion. A care-

ful and skilled journalist. Hastings asks why it took so long for the
Allies to break out of the beachhead. lie finds the flaw\ed peror-
mance of the citizen armies of Britain and the U. nited States at fault.
when compared t-' the skill and proficiency of the Germans. Russell
F. Weigle.y in lisenhlower's Lieutenantis: The (Caunmigi of IruIne
and ('erliiany, 1944-1945 (1986), asks similar questions about
American combat performance and advances a pro\ocative thesis.
suggesting that the U.S. Army never reconciled its two conflicting
heritages-that of the frontier constabulary, with its emphasis on
mobility. and that of U. S. Grant's direct power drive in tile Civil
War. Thus. U.S. combat formations in World War II were struc-
tured for mobility, while American strategy and operations called
Ifor head-on confrontations with the center of enemy strength.

Ralph F Bennett's ULTRA in the West: ]iew Normandy Cnam-
paign. 1944-1945 (198(0). heavily based on the original, declassified
decrypts, is sound on U|i.R.\'s impact on the land campaign. ('harles
B. MacDonald's A Time for Trumnpets: The Untold Storv of fthe Bat-
tde o f the Bulge (1985) updates earlier accounts of thc German Ar-
dennes offensive with the latest available information about the Al-
lied intelligence failure, while his C'omnpan % ('ommander (1978) is
still one of the most moving and honest first-person accounts ofI
small-unit command responsibility available. (MacDonald was one
of the youngest captains in the Army in 1944 when his company was

hit and overrun in the first hours of the German offensive.)
Stephen Ambrosc's Supreme (Comnmander: The War Years of /Gen-

eral Dwight 1). Eisenhower (1970) is a judicious and balanced assess-
ment of Eisenhower from his arrival in Washington in December
1941 through the German surrender in May 1945. Omar N. Bradley's
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and ('lay. Blair's A Gen eral's Life, (1983) is a far more partisan biog-
.a.h....th.y -- o-l G•. (ieneral, which proN ides a sometimes dis-
concerting glimpse of the internal tensions and disagieements witim)
the Allied high command in Europe. It should be balanced with Nigel
Hamillon's cxiaustive. but also pugnaciously partisan three-\olume
biography. Mont'v: The Wiaking of' a (;e'eral, M8S7-1942 (1981 ),
.ontv: .Mlaster of the Battlefield, !042-1944 ( 1983j. and Motu'v: Final
YharlN ofrthe F-ield-Altr.hal, 1944-197QT ( V,)7). and all can be supple-
inented by the fairly reliable official histories prt;duced by the Amer-
ican and British military services in the postwar period.

Two general histories pro6ide excellent surveys of the Pacific \kr.
from the causes to the conclusion. John Toland's Th'e Ri.inig S1111.
I/36-4945 (1971 ). views the war from the Japanese perspecti\c and
focuses oin the wars causes. Japanese war plans, and the carli victo-
rious campaigns from the vantage point of Japan's military leadership.
A counterpart volume is Fagle Against thw Sun ( 1985) bh Ronald 1i.
Spector. Like Tloand, Spector covers the , ,,"ire conflict but \icws the
war from the American perspective. Eagle Against the Sim mayh be the
!b,,t ,ingle-volume survey of the Pacific war vet written.

The historical literature on Pearl Harbor and the first six months
of the war in the Pacific is voluminous-so vast that readers must be
especially careful in their selections. Perhaps the best picture of life
in the prewar army is found in James Jones' fictional Fromn Ih're to
Eternity (1985). The subject of Pearl Harbor has produced countless
pages of description and analysis, but much is of inlercst only to pro-
fessional historians and specialists in the subject. Two books of spe-
cial value to the general reader are Walter Lord's i)a\" of InhimIy
(1957) and Gordon Prange's At Dawti We Slept (1982). Dav of in-
itmy begins in the predawn hours and details the fascinating, dra-

matic events of the day the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. The
book is short, and Lord writes in a clear, journalistic style. At Dlaw~i
We Slept is a more complete and exhaustive book on the attack, the
events leading to it. and the surrounding controv'rsies. Although
the book is over 700 pages long, the style is readable. the story in-
teresting. and the treatment complete. If a student can read only one
book on Pearl Harbor, Prange's work is the logical choice. I

The best single-volume survey of the first six months in the Pa-
cific after Pearl Harbor is John Toland's But Not in Shame (1961 ),
which relates the story of defeat in the Pacific with a true sense of
heroism and tragedy. Included are the American defeats at Pearl
Harbor. Bataan. Corregidor. and Wake Island, and the Allied fail-
ures in the Dutch East Indies and Singapore. Stanley Falk's hataatn:
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,Mtiarch of Death (1984) is a moving and unbiased ac:count of one of
the most emotional subjects in American nilitary histor\.

[ he tattles fori (uadalcanal and for Bunta \ cl on -iiu!lane-
ouslv, but Guw~dalcanal received far more attention irom the Ameri-
can press at the time and from historians since that date. io\wc\xr. the
quality of the works on Guadalcanal varies greatly. An older but reli-
able account is At/ Batthale /r Guadalcatnal ( 1979) b\ Samuel B. (Grif-
fith 11. which can be supplemented by Richard Tregaskis' (itiatil-
catnal Miar% (1984), a classic in \ar reporting that came out of the
fighting on Guadalcanal. For the P:ipua Campaign. Lida la\o' s
Blof"dv Batna (1979) not only chronicles tile battles but also effecti\clv
conveys the nightmarish qualities of fighting in New Guinea--the
constant rain. the disease, the lack of proper food and equipmc it. and
the constant threat of death from the Japanese or from the jungle.

Hundreds. if not thousands, of books have becn written on the
campaigns that produced victory over Japan in the Pacific war. Thev
range from very detailed volumes in the official histories of the
United States Army. Navy, and Marine Corps to highly romanti-
cizezj Nioks on specific actions, people. weapons. and so forth. The
following three be'ks are accurate. balanced, and interesting ac-
counts of the subject. Two sound works covering the offensive pe-
riod are D. Clayton James' The Years o" Mati'Arth/r, 1941-1945
(1975). for the offensives in the S,'uthwcst Pacific and the Philip-
pines, and James and William Belote's Tia.ns ofthe Seas (1974). an
account of the carrier battles in the Pacific. But no work better de-
scribes combat in the Pacific war at the squad and platoon level
than Isand Victory (1983) by S. L. A. Marshall. During World War
II as a combat historian he gathered material for lsland Victorv by
interviewing infantrymen of the 7th Infantry Division who had just
cleared two small islands in the Kwajalein Atoll. The book tells the
stories of squad and platoon fights with holed-up Japanese on is-

lands no more than 250 yards wide. There are no generals or
colonels here. no high-level planning or strategy. This is the story of
ground combat from the vantage point of the individual infantry-
man, and, like MacDonald's C'ompanyv Conmander. the work is a I
testimony to the determination and heroism of the individual (I1.

Note: The publication dates are sho\% n for the imst recent editions listed in BooA,
mn Print. Many of these books \crc originally published years earlier.
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